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5. (New) The routing switch of Claim 1 wherein said one or more processors for 




controlling said routing switch to monitor a 
one or more processors controlling said n 
neighboring node. 




ge from a neighboring node comprises said 
itch to detect a quality of a link from said 




6. (New) The routing switcHW Claim 5 wherein said quality of said link is 
3eterminea based on a bil error rale. 

7. (New) The routing switcl^ oQClaim 5 wherein said quality of said link is 
determined based upon received optical 

8. (New) Thk routing switclTof Claim 1 wherein said one or more processors for 
controlling said routing switch to detect a change in said message from a previous message 
comprises said one or more processors controlling said routing switch to detect that said 
neighboring node has an addressxlifferent from a previous address of said neighboring node. 

9. (New) The routing switch of Claim 1 wherein said one or more processors for 
controlling said routing switch controls\said routing switch to update a routing table within 
said routing switch based upon said topology change of said network. 

10. (New) The routing switch of Claim 1 wherein said change in said topology 
comprises the addition or deletion of a node in the network. 

11. (New) The routing switch of Claim Kwherein said one or more processors for 
controlling said routing switch controls said routing swkch to store in memory information 
regarding the status of said neighboring node upon receiving a change in said session 
identifierr—^ 
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12. (New) The routing Switch of Claim 1 1 wherein said information regarding the 
status of said neighboring node is replaced with new status information only after the 
topology has been stabled for a threshold \eriod of time. 

13. (New) The routing switch of Claim 2 wherein said one or more processors for 
controlling said routing switch to detect messages from other nodes comprises said one or 
more processors controlling said routing switch to detect said other nodes' unique addresses. 



14. (New) The routing switcl 
comprises the addition or deletion of a 



15. (New) The routing switch 
only after the topology has been stabled for 




m 2 wherein said change in said topology 
^network. 



2 wherein said routing table is updated 
threshold period of time. 



16. (New) The method of Claim 3 wherein said monitoring by each node 
comprises detecting said neighboring node\ unique address. 



17. (New) The method of CI; 
comprises detecting a quality of a link fronii 




[wherein said monitoring by each node 
neighboring node. 



1 8. (New) The method of ClamH^ wherein said quality of said link is determined 
b ased on a bit error r ate. 

19. (New) The method of G[lai)to^ T^vherein said quality of said link is determined 
based upon received optical power. 

20. (New) The methoikof Claim 3 wherein said detecting a change in said 
message from a previous message compH^es detecting that said neighboring node has an 



address different from a previous address of said neighboring node. 
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2 1 . (New) The method of Claim 3 wherein said change in said topology comprises 
the addition or deletion of a node in the network. 
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